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Board of the Polish Chapter (elected on January 23rd  2009): 
Chair: Monika Rogozinska, FI ‘93 
Vice-Chair for Programs and Education: Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski, FI ‘02 
Vice-Chair for Finances: Prof. Tomasz Schramm, FI ‘98 
Audit Committee:  Maciej Kuczyński, CO ’82,    Jacek Wacławski, FI ‘07 
Staff: 0,   Volunteer: Janusz Milewski 
  
               FAREWELL 
  On November 20th 2011 Olgierd Budrewicz, FI’96, passed away. He was a journalist, 
writer. Born in Warsaw in 1923, he completed the clandestine secondary school in Warsaw, then 
under Nazi occupation, and went on to study law and journalism at Warsaw University, also 
clandestinely. A soldier of the Armia Krajowa (Underground Polish Army), he took part in 
Warsaw Uprising 1944. He made his first journey abroad as a stoker on a carfio ship in 1956. As 
a journalist, he visited 160 countries writing reportages, books, guides and picture albums. He 
received many prizes and awards, the last one a month before his death. During the ceremony  
he stressed, in his speech, how happy and proud he was of being the member of The Explorers 
Club. He was a wonderful journalist, a charming gentleman and a loyal friend.                                                  

 

 
Olgierd Budrewicz FI’96, then 83 years old, in Chivay (Colca Valley, The Peru Andes) on June 
13th 2006. He came there for the ceremony of the unveiling of a monument commemorating 
Polish canoeists who were the first to pass the Colca Canyon in 1981 - three of them are 
members of The Explorers Club. (Credit: Monika Rogozinska) 



2.) In 2011 the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club hailed three new members. Dr 
Malgorzata Dziewiecka is a geographer, expert in South Africa cultures, deeply engaged into 
volunteer activities. She organized and ran schools and orphanages on three continents, among 
others, in Okawango Delta (Botswana) where she stayed for some years, organizing a school for 
handicapped children. She teaches at Wroclaw University. 

 

 
                                            Malgorzata Dziewiecka 

  
Slawomir Makaruk is a diver and diving instructor, underwater cartographer who 

rendered great services to underwater archaeology. The artefacts provided by his expeditions 
increased the collection of the Museum of Ethnography in Warsaw. The explorer of seas and 
caves, holder of some Polish records in cave diving, water rescuer, producer of TV programs, 
and owner of a 100 years old whaler which was a base ship during dive expeditions. 

 

 
                                              Slawomir Makaruk 

 
Wojciech Cejrowski – traveler, journalist, writer, photographer, explorer  

of disappearing Amazon tribes, author of cyclic TV and radio programs. As he stays in the 
United States, he is also the member of the Texas Chapter.   
 

 
Wojciech Cejrowski made a presentation on Amazon Indians in The Explorers Club Headquarter 

in New York on February 7th 2011. 



3.)  March 2011, the Chair of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club Monika 
Rogozinska represented the Chapter during the Annual Meetings in New York. 
 

              
During the Chapter Chairs Dinner and Chapter Chairs Meeting, March 18th and 19th.  

 

           
The 107th Explorers Club Annual Dinner: “Exploring 2012. The Maya Prophesy”.  
Waldorf-Astoria, March 20th.  Capitan Don Walsh - The Honorary President is speaking. 
From the left: David Dolan, Cpt. Don Walsh, Monika Rogozinska, Brian Hanson, Scott 
Hamilton, Daniel Kobal. (Credit: Monika Rogozinska) 
 
 
4.) 

Ed Sobey, Ph.D. – Chair of the Pacific Northwest Chapter of The Explorers Club  
visited Warsaw with his wife Barbara in May 2011. He took part in the workshops of the 
European Science Museum Conference in the Copernicus Science Center.              
 

 
Monika Rogozinska, Barbara Sobey, Ed Sobey. (Credit: Archive of Monika Rogozinska) 

 
 
 
 



5.)  
June 3th – 5th 2011 in Berlin was held the meeting of the Board of Directors. The 

Polish Chapter was represented by its Chair, Monika Rogozinska. She gave a multimedia 
presentation of the Polish Chapter, of the achievements of its members and of the fields of Polish 
science and exploration represented in the Chapter.                      
 

 
Berlin, from the left: Scott Hamilton, Monika Rogozinska,  Captain Norman Baker (Board of 
Directors), Bary Moss - Chair of the British Chapter. (Archive of Monika Rogozinska) 
 
 
6.) 

June 6th 2011 in Warszaw took place the meeting of the Board of Directors of The 
Polish Chapter, attended, as the co-host, by Ms Katarzyna Sobierajska, Undersecretary of 
State in the Ministry of Sports and Tourism. Among the 19 guests were: Captain Don Walsh, 
Honorary President of The Explorers Club, Lorie Karnath, President of The Explorers Club, 
Captain Alfred McLaren, former President of The Explorers Club, Scott Hamilton, Dr Ken 
Kammler, Norman Baker. The Polish Chapter was represented by its Chair Monika Rogozinska, 
Deputy Chairs Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski and Prof Tomasz Schramm, Dr Malgorzata Dziewiecka, 
Ewa Wojcik, Andrzej Ciszewski, Prof. Karol Mysliwiec, Dr Zbigniew Preisner, Krzysztof 
Wielicki, Marcin Jamkowski, Slawomir Makaruk. The Ministry of Sports and Tourism was 
represented also by Mr Karol Biedrzycki and Mr Rafal Wilczkowski. The members of the 
Chapter presented their achievements in the field of exploration.  

During the meeting Jur Gruszczynski, Esp. from Baker&McKenzie Gruszczynski & 
Partner Attorneys was awarded with the title “Friend of Exploration” for his services for the 
Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club. In the program there was also a visit of Warsaw run by 
Monika Rogozinska. 

In the program there was also a visit of Warsaw run by Monika Rogozinska. 
 

 
Captain Don Walsh, Monika Rogozinska,  Ms Katarzyna Sobierajska - Undersecretary of State in 
the Ministry of Sports and Tourism, Lorie Karnath - President of The Explorers Club.  
(Archive of Monika Rogozinska) 
 



 
Benjamin Hoy Hulsey (Board of Directors), Ewa Wojcik FI’10, Andrzej Ciszewski FI’99. 

Photo: Monika Rogozinska 
 

 
In front of The President’s Palace, Warsaw June 6th 2011. From the left: Brian Hanson, 
Captain Alfred McLaren - former President of The Explorers Club, Monika Rogozinska,  
Captain Norman Baker - Board of Directors, Ethics and Governance Committee, Constance 
Difede - Vice President for Flag and Honors, Captain Don Walsh - Honorary President of The 
Explorers Club, Donald Morley - Vice President for Operations (Archive of Monika Rogozinska) 
 
 
7.)  

June 7th 2011 at noon, in the Old Library of the Warsaw University a press conference 
was held devoted to the new studies at the University: Underwater Archaeology. The 
Honorary Guest at the conference was Captain Don Walsh, Honorary President of The 
Explorers Club. The other persons were: Dr Radoslaw Karasiewicz-Szczypiorski (University of 
Warsaw, Institute of Archaeology) - head of the Underwater Archaeology studies and Marcin 
Jamkowski - curator of the exposition “The Deepest Mysteries of our Planet. Polish 
Underwater Exploration”, journalist, diver, member of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers 
Club. Prof. Don Walsh inaugurated the above mentioned exposition devoted to the discoveries in 
caves and on wrecks in Baltic Sea, to the remnants of ancient cultures, and to the underwater 
exploration in polar regions. The same day at 6 p.m. in the Tyszkiewicz – Potocki palace, Dr 
Walsh gave the lecture “Exploring Inner Space – A Personal Odyssey”. Both meetings were 
led by Monika Rogozinska. 

 



 
 

        
 

 

 
 

 

 
After the press conference and the inauguration of the exposition in The Old Library – from the 
left: Monika Rogozinska FI’93, Dr Radoslaw Karasiewicz-Szczypiorski, Marcin 
 Jamkowski FI’05, Cpt. Don Walsh, Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski FI’02 Ewa Wojcik FI’10.  
(Credit: Marzena Hmielewicz/Adventure Picture) 



8.)  
June 5th -12th Captain Don Walsh made a trip around Poland. He visited Warsaw (see 

above), Torun (Copernicus House, Traveler Museum named Tony Halik – late Vice-Chair of the 
Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club), Malbork (Teutonic Knights Castle), Kadyny Country 
Club, Frombork (Copernicus grave in the cathedral, organ concert), Gdansk (Museum Blue Lion 
directed by Henryk Paner, member of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club), Hel Peninsula, 
saved manors in Ruda Pniewnik and Galki (region of Podlasie). Prof Walsh was accompanied by 
Monika Rogozinska. The host in Torun was Dr Zdzislaw Preisner, member of the Polish Chapter. 
The host in Galki was Waldemar Gujski.    
 

      
 Torun, the house of the birth place of Nicolaus Copernicus and Tony Halik Traveler Museum   
(Credit: Zdzislaw Preisner, Monika Rogozinska, Muzeum Okregowe w Toruniu)         
 

              
 Malbork, Teutonic Knights Fortress - UNESCO World Heritage List (Credit M. Rogozinska)          
 

     
 Gdansk – Hanseatic Town on the Baltic Coast (Credit: Wikipedia, Monika Rogozinska)  
                                                                                            

      
Frombork Cathedral with the grave of the Nicolaus Copernicus (Credit, Achives: M. Rogozinska) 
 
   



    
Podlasie Country: Open Air Folk Museum and manors of Galki and Ruda Pniewnik rescued from 
ruins by Polish “romantic hothead dreamers”. (Credit: Monika Rogozinska) 

 
9.) 

The Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club supported the idea of naming a street in 
the village Lulkowo: Kon-Tiki Street. We are happy to see that the famous Kon-Tiki expedition 
– conceived, organized and led by Thor Heyerdahl, a visionary and courageous man seeking the 
historical truth, defying the fixed ideas – can be an inspiration for the next generations. An 
inhabitant of Lulkowo, Mr Blazej Rozmarynowicz, has had an idea of naming the streets in the 
neighborhood of the Kon-Tiki Street after great Polish explorers and thus creating an Explorers 
Quarter. The idea is strongly supported by the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club as giving an 
opportunity of memorializing the achievements of these men and women. 

 
10.)  

September 29th Piotr Chmielinski, member of the Washington Chapter of The 
Explorers Club was granted the title of the Honorary Citizen of Rzeszow, the town where he 
was born. Piotr Chmielinski was a member of the first expedition to explore the Colca Canyon 
(Peru) and made the first canoeing of the Amazon river from its sources in the Peru Andes to the 
Atlantic Ocean (6600 km). Presently he is the head of an Environmental Company, an American 
company dealing with the nature protection. During the ceremony at Rzeszow Concert Hall, 
Monika Rogozinska stressed the role of the Polish exploration of the Colca Canyon for Peru and 
presented The Explorers Club. The event was accompanied with two expositions (in the Town 
Hall and in the Concert Hall) presenting the achievements of Piotr Chmielinski and The 
Explorers Club.  

 

             
Piotr Chmielinski in the Rzeszow Concert Hall. Rzeszow, the Market Place and the Town Hall 

where exhibitions were presented.(Credit: Monika Rogozinska) 
 

 
11.) 

The Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club was engaged in a project realized in the 
region of Pomorze: arranging of a didactic path in the region of kurgan cemetery from 
Bronze Age (1100-900 BC) in Uniradze. The detailed geodetic plan of the area was prepared, 
the slag heaps remaining after the excavations (made before World War II) have been 
investigated and arranged. The scientific supervision was provided by Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski, 
FI’02  (Institute of Archaeology of the University of Warsaw, head of the Centre for Pre-



Columbian Studies of UW and of the Polish Scientific Center in Cusco), Dr Mateusz Bogucki 
(Polish Academy of Sciences, The Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Warsaw), Henryk 
Paner, FI’09 - head of the Archaeological Museum in Gdansk. 
 

 

 
 

  



12.) 
Prof Giuseppe Orefici, FI’2010, was decorated with the Officer Cross of the Order of 

Merit of the Republic of Poland. Prof. Orefici is an archaeologist, member of the Polish 
Chapter of The Explorers Club, founder and head of the Italian Center for Archaeological Pre-
Columbian Research and the Archaeological Project Nasca investigating the center of ceremonies 
of the Nasca culture (Cahuachi, Nasca Desert, Peru); he also heads the Museum Antonini in 
Nasca, which he created. Together with Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski, Prof. Giuseppe Orefici runs a 
research project in Tiawanaku (Bolivia). The ceremony took place on October 19th 2011 in the 
Golden Hall of the Rectorate of Warsaw University. On that occasion Prof. Orefici gave the 
lecture: „Recenti risultati degli scavi archeologici a Cahuachi e della posta in valore del 
centro cerimoniale in mattone crudo più grande del mondo”. 

 

 
Prof. Giuseppe Orefici,FI’2010, Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski FI’2002, Rector of Warsaw University 

Prof. Katarzyna Chalasinska-Macukow. (Credit: Monika Rogozinska) 
 

 
From the left: Janusz Milewski - Volunteer of the Polish Chapter, employee of the National Bank 
of Poland, Monika Rogozinska, Prof. Anna Gruszczynska-Ziolkowska -Institute of Musicology of 
the University of Warsaw, Ambassador of the Republic of Peru Ms Martha Chavarri-Dupuy,  
Prof. Giuseppe Orefici FI’10, Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski FI’02, Maciej Kuczynski CO’82 - 
speleologist, polar explorer, writer, Enrique Belaunde - First Councilor of the Embassy of Peru 
in Poland, Dr Janusz Woloszyn - archaeologist, Jaroslaw Kolczynski - anthropologist, Andrzej 
Jacek Tomaszewski - archaeologist. (Credit: Archive of Monika Rogozinska) 



13.) 
December 14th 2011 in The Old Library of Warsaw University the exhibition “Sacred 

Andes” was inaugurated, presenting the unique photos from Peru and Bolivia by Monika 
Rogozinska, journalist at the daily Rzeczpospolita, Chair of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers 
Club) and Krystian Bielatowicz, photographer. The exhibitions presents the discoveries of Polish 
archaeologists: excavation of a major Inca sanctuary in Coropuna (the highest volcano in Peru, 
6425 meters), reconstruction of Inca and pre-Inca constructions in the remote regions of the Peru 
Andes, on a desert shore of the Pacific Ocean and at Tiwanaku in the region of the Lake Titicaca 
(Bolivia). They witnessed local ceremonies showing the beliefs and traditions originating from 
the Inca times and combined with catholicism. They took pictures on the plants flowering once 
every century. Another part of the exhibition are the pictures taken by Dr Milosz Giersz 
(archaeologist), showing the discovery, made the previous year by Polish archaeologists, of the 
temple and the palace of Huari culture (northern coast of Peru) – remnants of the first Andes 
empire (VIIIth century), being the base of the further coming Inca empire.  

The exposition was prepared by Monika Rogozinska and Krystian Bielatowicz with the 
help of Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski and Dr Milosz Giersz. It was opened up to January 12th 2012.  
 

          
On the poster there are the pictures by Krystian Bielatowicz. (Credit:Monika Rogozinska) 

 
 
14.) 

December 15th 2011, Prof. Klaus Schmidt presented a lecture „Gobekli Tepe, 
Neolithic Sanctuaries in Upper Mesopotamia”. Gobekli Tepe (Turkey) is the oldest known 
sanctuary in the world built by mankind (10 thousand years B.C.). Most probably, the Neolithic 
revolution (transition from gathering and hunting to agriculture) took place in this region. Prof. 
Schmidt investigates also the megaliths at Stonehenge (Great Britain, 6000 B.C.). The lecture 
was the second one in the annual cycle of “Lectures on Anthropology” commemorating Prof. 
Andrzej Wiercinski (1930-2003), anthropologist, member of The Polish Chapter of The 
Explorers Club, promoter of interdisciplinary debates on “Peculiarity of Man); the first one was 
presented in 2010 by Prof. Gary Unton (Harvard University). 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
After the lecture of Prof. Klaus Schmidt, in the Kazimierzowski Palace - Univeristy of Warsaw. 
(Credit: Archives of the Pre-Columbian Studies Centre UW) 
 



15.) 
December 16th 2011 was the “Day of Underwater Archaeology” at the University of 

Warsaw, in the New Library. Dr Hubert Kowalski (University of Warsaw) and Marcin 
Jamkowski FI’05, presented the new discoveries: “The Wrecks in Dead Vistula” and 
“Monuments from the Royal Castle (Warsaw) found in Vistula”. Those monuments date 
from the period of the Swedish invasion in the mid-XVIIth century. Dr Piotr Nykiel (Jagellonian 
University, Cracow) and Roman Zajder (candidate for membership of The Explorers Club) 
presented their report and a film from the first Polish Expedition “Gallipoli 2011” exploring the 
wrecks of the ships sunk during the Battle at Gallipoli (1915). Also presented was the photo 
exhibition “The Deepest Mysteries of our Planet. Polish Underwater Exploration” (curator: 
Marcin Jamkowski). Some photos were shown at this occasion for the first time. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Monika Rogozinska and Krzysztof Kowalski 

Photo:  Waldemar Kompała/Fotorzepa 
 

Two journalists from the daily “Rzeczpospolita” were awarded for their contribution in 
propagating archaeology. The commemorative medals of the Institute of Archaeology of Warsaw 
University were given to them by the Dean of the Faculty of History. 
http://www.rp.pl/artykul/118849,774289.html 

http://www.rp.pl/galeria/118849,1,774289.html�
http://www.rp.pl/artykul/118849,774289.html


16.) 
The members of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club were awarded with the titles of 

“Ambassadors”. Dr Zbigniew Preisner FI’06, geographer and editor, received the title of the 
“Ambassador of Torun Tourism” for his long lasting activity promoting tourism and the city of 
Torun. Prof. Maria Agata Olech FI’01, biologist and polar explorer, received the title of the 
“Ambassador of the city and region of Nowy Sacz”. Prof. Maria Agata Olech discovered over 
100 new species of mosses, algae and lichens in Arctic and in Antarctic. Olech Hill at King 
George Island (South Shetlands), close to the Polish Polar Station “Henryk Arctowski” (bearing 
the name of the first Pole to be the member of The Explorers Club), and a new species of lichen 
Massalongia olechiana, discovered in 2011 by two Danish scientists, are named after her. 

 

 
 
17.) 

On January 20th 2012 the meeting of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club took 
place at the Hotel Grodek in Cracow. It is the only hotel in Cracow having at the same time the 
status of an archaeological museum. It is due to the fact that at the turn of XIIIth/XIVth centuries 
the residence of the Lord Mayor of Cracow, Albert, was in this place. In the restaurant of the 
hotel are exposed artefacts found during its renovation, such as Kiev painted egg (XIIth/XIIIth 
century), floor tiles, bone-made skates (XIIth century) or kitchen vessels from XVth century. 
 

 
Members of the Polish Chapter of The Explorers Club in the library of the hotel. From the left: 
Janusz Milewski, Juraj Cenker FI’09 (Slovakia), Andrzej Ciszewski FI’99, Dr Piotr Nykiel, 
Roman Zajder MI’12, Monika Rogozinska FI’93, Prof. Tomasz Schramm FI’98,  
Ewa Wojcik FI’10, Dr Elzbieta Lisowska FI’03, Andrzej Lisowski FI’03, Prof. Maria Agata 
Olech FI’01, Dr Malgorzata Dziewiecka FI’11, Prof. Mariusz Ziolkowski FI’02, Marcin 
Jamkowski FI’05, sitting: Maciej Kuczynski CO’82, Slawomir Makaruk FI’11  



 

 
 

Jerzy Donimirski, owner of the Hotel Grodek in Cracow receives the diploma 
“Friend of Exploration”, granted to him for his support to the Polish Chapter of The Explorers 
Club.  
(Credit: Janusz Milewski/ Archive of Monika Rogozinska) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Report by Monika Rogozinska 
Warsaw-New York, March 2012 
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